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Hubs of Illicit Trade in the Global Economy 
 

A book discussion 
This book, authored by a global team of researchers and experts, the Hubs of Illicit Trade 
(HIT) team, examines how centers of illicit trade pose myriad threats to global security and 
sustainable development.  
 
The exponential growth of illicit trade, resulting in annual losses amounting to trillions of 
dollars for the global economy, is increasingly concentrated within specific geographic areas. 
These locales serve as safe havens for smugglers and their accomplices, fostering a criminal 
ecosystem that facilitates the convergence of various criminal activities. The book 
underscores the detrimental impact of these hubs, characterized by opaque governance and 
lax regulatory oversight. It  explores the spectrum of illicit trade present in notorious hubs 
such as the Argentina-Brazil-Paraguay Tri-Border Area, Dubai, Panama, Belize, Guatemala, 
and Ukraine. Emphasizing the phenomenon of crime convergence associated with these hubs, 
the book offers actionable recommendations for disrupting their interconnected illicit supply 
chains, infrastructures, and networks.  
 

 

Date:  Wednesday, February 19th, 2025 
Location: Van Metre Hall 3351 Fairfax Dr. Arlington, VA Multipurpose Room 

Time:  Noon-2:00 PM 
RSVP Required:  CLICK HERE 

 
 

NOTE: Limited In-Person Seating, Lunch will be served  
 

 
Featuring: 

Introduction: Dr. Louise Shelley, GMU, Founder, TraCCC 
Editor: Dr. Yulia Krylova 

The global HIT team from Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
UK, US, & Ukraine 

 
 

Get the book HERE  
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